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But this dark ground might make Goldsmith's humour shine the more.
In the spring of this year, having published my Account of Corsica, with the Journal of a Tour to that Island1,1 returned to London3, very desirous to see Dr. Johnson, and hear him upon the subject. I found he was at Oxford, with his friend Mr. Chambers3, who was now Vinerian Professor,
sition, forgot what Johnson says in his Plan of an English Dictionary {Works, v. 12) :—' We say, according to the present modes of speech, The soldier died of his wounds, and the sailor perished with hunger; and every man acquainted with our language would be offended with a change of these particles, which yet seem originally assigned by chance.'
1 Boswell, writing to Temple on March 24, says:—' My book has amazing celebrity; Lord Lyttelton, Mr. Walpole, Mrs. Macaulay, and Mr. Garrjck have all written me noble letters about it. There are two Dutch translations going forward.' Letters of Boswell, p. 145. It met with a rapid sale. A third edition was called for within a year. Dilly, the publisher, must have done very well by it, as he purchased the copyright for one hundred guineas. Ib. p. 103. ' Pray read the new account of Corsica,' wrote Horace Walpole to Gray on Feb. 18,1768 (Letters, v. 85). ' The author is a strange being, and has a rage of knowing everybody that ever was talked of. He forced himself upon me at Paris in spite of my teeth and my doors.' To this Gray replied :—' Mr. Bos well's book has pleased and moved me strangely; all, I mean, that relates to Paoli. He is a man born two thousand years after his time ! The pamphlet proves, what I have always maintained, that any fool may write a most valuable book by chance, if he will only tell us what he heard and saw with veracity.' In the Letters of Boswell (p. 122) there is the following under date of Nov. 9, 1767 :—' I am always for fixing some period for my perfection, as far as possible. Let it be when my account of Corsica is published; I shall then have a character which I must support.' In April 16 of the following year, a few weeks after the book had come out, he writes:—' To confess to you at once, Temple, I have since my last coming to town been as wild as ever' (p. 146).
a Boswell used to put notices ofthis movements in the newspapers, such as—' James Boswell, Esq., is expected in town.' Public Advertiser, Feb. 28, 1768. 'Yesterday James Boswell, Esq., arrived from Scotland at his lodgings in Half-Moon Street, Piccadilly.' Ib. March 24,1768. Prior's Goldsmith, i. 449.
3 Johnson was very ill during this visit. Mrs. Thrale had at the
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